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HEWLETTOS LATEST STRATESG
AIMED TO SCALE ADOPTION

THE HEWLETT FOUNDATION will SUPPORT USE of OER to ADDRESS CRITICAL PROBLEMS in EDUCATION

PROGRAM DOMAINS AND PATHWAYS

@ POSTSECONDARY
Open textbooks for the most enrolled courses, zero textbook cost
degrees in community colleges, and future opportunities

©

K-12
@ Common Core instructional materials, educational materials in the
developing world, and future opportunities

e INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENTS e
Technical basis, leadership, anchor institutions, research capacity

OPPORTUNITIES
(e.g. exploratory grants for future pathways)

GOAL Underserved students have greater access to education and
receive personalized instruction that improves learning

To view the strategy, visitttps://hewlett.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/OERstrategymemo.pdf ”=%



https://hewlett.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/OER-strategy-memo.pdf

GLOBAL GRANTS FOR ADOPTION AND OPEN
EDUCATION PRACTICE HAVE GROWN WHILE
INFRASTRUCTURE REMAINS A FOCUS
Hewlett Foundation global grants and DCAs* ($M, 2PQ28)
$7.4
Use OER to addres
Important problems
Build solid OER
infrastructure
2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
*Excludes $10M oneme grant to Creative Commons and $8M-time grant to the Ufcused Achieving the Dream OER Degreetivitia ”=%
Grants and DCAs that include US and international components count only the estimated international share. Grantantdgdis is =

illustrate directional themes and is based on internal estimate of shares of each grant devoted to different areas of work.



THE FOUNDATION IS REFRESHING
ITS OER STRATEGY IN 2019
Field input
N
N
AN OER strategy

§ refresh, JaiNov

2019
2015: 2019:
OER strategy focused OER strategy refresh
on scaling adoption L will explore deepening
based on strong field 2018: connections with
infrastructure Teaching & Learning Teaching & Learning

strategy evolved out of
the Deeper Learning
strategy



Over six months, scan the field to:

A Understand the existing evidence base outside
the US context, including priority research and
potential gaps to be filled

A Identify current and prospective global OER
funders for possible engagement

A Examine the development of the OER field and
what is needed to continue to assure its growth

E
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IT SOUGHT TO ADDRESHRERKUESTIONS

A What metrics do the OER community and funder
use to assess and demonstrate success, and are
they consistenfihterviews, research, Open
Education Leadership Summit (OELS)]

A Who else invests in global OER initiatives, and
what are their interests and levels of support?
[Interviews, research, OELS]

A What are current opportunities and challenges in
the global OER field[?nterviews, OELS]
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CAPE AIMED TO SURFACE
TATIVE RESEARCH ARTICLES ANL
THE RESEARCH LANDSCAPE

A Identify research themes and methodologies
around the world

A Surface exemplars from each region that
llustrate key themes of regional interest

A Understand connections between research areas
and potential implications for future research

A Empower the field to build on the database as
a shared resource

E
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THE APPROACH WAS TARGETED
RATHER THAN COMPREHENSIVE

A Began withexpertinterviews to understand trends and gather recommended articles

A Focused on morecentpublications, including academic research, policy pieces, and
thought pieces

A Constrained b¥nglish languagenly articles

A Sought pieces that are mdikely to be influentiain the field (e.g., recommended by
experts, listed on key OER sites like-GR), OER Research Hub, Commonwealth of
Learning, OECIRibrary ROER4[&t0

A Filtered UShased research to include only findings that weneUSspecifiqe.g.,
pedagogy in a college context, not policy implementation ifla Histrict)

A Designed t@omplement more academic resedodusecand comprehensive
landscape efforts (e.g., ROER4D,-GO)

E



THE SCAN COVERED ~150 ARTICLES FROM
AROUND THE WORLD
% of all studies about region % of all studies with researchers based in refgion
(N=130%) (N=126%)
Multi-region/global [N 22% D 21%
Africa [ 15% B 12%
North America [ 14% B 27 %
South/Southeast Asidill 10% B 5%
Europe [l 7% B 25%
Central/South Americajij 6% B 5%
Oceania [l 5% B 6%
East Asia| 1% 0%
Middle East 0% 0%

*Additional studies were identified but not analyzed in detail. Studies were prioritized for detailed review based orca dllan |
recency, prominence or expert recommendation, geographic diversity, and capacity. %
ACrosgegion research teams (e.g., a mix of European and African researchers teamed up on a project) are coegidnigitibal I_



EXPERTS BELIEVE RESEARCH IS MUCH MORI
ROBUST IN NORTH AMERICA & EUROPE, BUT
CAVEAT ENGLISH LANGUAGE SKEW

How robust is OER research in each of the following areas?

Oct 2018 interviews, N=5; 1=lowest, 7=highest . : :
( ghest Experts see research priorities differ by region:

North America | 5.5 A North America:Costs, perceptions, open textbooks,

e student outcomes
urope | 4 &
A Europe:Open pedagogy, open access in higher ed,
Oceania | 3.6 digital tech, policy framing
atiica [ .0 A Oceania:Open pedagogy, open access
A Africa: Teacher education
Central/South Americ N 2.9 A Latin America:Open access
Southeast/South Asid N 2.1 A Asia: Reusable learning objects, ebshefit for
| universities producing materials, access, tech
Middle East [N 1.9 innovations for ed delivery

East Asia [ 1.9 A Middle EastAccess in areas affected by contlict
other topics less known to these interviewees  [=



THE MAJORITY OF ARTICLES ARE
ABOUT HIGHER EDUCATION

% of all studies about education level*

(N=126) A Half of multiregion/global studies are
about both primary/secondary & higher

righer education RS 56% ed; Europe also has more (38%)
addressing both

sotn [ 2% A C.IS. America (50%), S./S.E. Asia

(23%), and Africa (16%) include more

anary/secondary. 12% primary/secondary studies

A Note that the sample of studies included
means some regli onsaQd
shaped by small Mizes

at specifically r|fer
di es t hat do not rire f

General I 6%

*OBothod i ndicates studi es

h
0General 6 i ndicates stu

t
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MOST RESEARCH

E LORES MULTIPLE TOPICS(~
AND USES MIX

X P
ED METHODOLOGIES(~50%)

% studies that focus on area % studies that use methodology
(N=126) (N=126)
Adoption and discoverability I 3470 Desk research/literature revieVil | | NG 47%
Teacher practice/pedagogy GG 34% L
g pefagody ’ Qualitative case studyl N 33%
Perceptions of OERIEEGEEEEE 27%
_ _ _ _ Qualitative interviews| NN 32%
Policy design and implementatidii g 25%
Student learning outcori<SIIIIN 17% Opinion/perceptions surve N 31%
General OER context/backgroun Gl 17% Observational data wi'gh statistica- 8%
controls for causal inference
Research landscap SN 16% Observational data without statistict 50/
controls for causal inference 0

Financial outcome Sl 13%
Student uses of OERIII 13%
Content and technical desigiiliill 11% Randomized experiment0%

Meta-analysis | 1%

*Includes a variety of measures, such as student exam scores, class gradel :
course withdrawal rates, attitudes towards learning, and qualitative discussiolis



THOUGH EXPERTS SAY RESEARCH IS MORE
ROBUST ON PERCEPTIONS & COUREBEEL
STUDENT OUTCOMES

How robust is OER research on each of the following topics?
(Oct 2018 interviews, N=5; 1=lowest, 7=highest)

OER perception NN 54 A Research skews very heavily to higher education

Student learning outcom SN 50 4 OER research experts largely believe that openly
Financial outcome ST 48 licensed textbooks lead to as good or better student

learning outcomes than traditional textbooks
Research landscapdE 4.5
A Policy advocates want more research on adoption

Teacher practiceJ N 4.0 and implementation (e.g., financing, overcoming
Adoption & discoverability [ TN 3.8 administrative challenges, educator best practices)
Content & technical desigfil G 3.6 A Experts uniformly caution that research in languages

other than English is a blind spot for them

Policy design & implementatiofiy 3.6
Finance & procuremerjilil 1.0 ”=%
=



EXPERTS HAVE DIVERGIN N
ESTABL SHED TS

Strengths‘ ‘ Areas for development‘ ‘

Thereds been a ton of reseapgB deBAR AArdly any

G VIEWS O
EFFEC

particular student learning outcondese know scientifically rigorous. Thest majority of
that students are doing as good or bettiean research is anecdotad natureAnd a lot of it is
[traditional books] using [OER]. We can put this so small scale that it becomeslevant for
one to bed, 1t0s robust geperalizatiorof findings.

-Open textbookdocused champion -Open pedagogyfocused researcher

We have enough good points, and not enough There isots of discussion in the field about what
bad outliers, so t 6 s g ofordne.dnn o u g h 'Sopenpedagogg Depending on wh
policy work, people areé n dread,openpedagegy Ganbe wst abgut
on research details. They also want to know any type of good pedagogy whether related
OER is O0good en 1o q, q)lE R dard towreséarch domedhsg if

y O u donot .kBecause ofvthat there t | -
Is almost no research done on open pedagogy.
-OER researcher and advocate ”=%

-OER policy advocate



e BUT S EE OPPORTUNITY T O C
STRONGER METHODOLOGIES AND RISING AREA
OF INTEREST
A There is limited generalizability to institutional saate

beyond because research tends to be subased, and
often does not clearly define OER or comparison materials

A But there has been a positive shift in research irgiye
last few years, especially with research related to open
textbooks and a move to examine pedagogy more deeply

A OER intersects with other figlM®OCs, digital pedagogy,
open access, inclusive design, etc.), so researchers should

examine indicators from other areas and consider shared
research questions

A Research from the global south has been historically less
developed and merits effort to raise its profifethe
global north, but should take care to preserve focus on

local questions |
Photo courtesy of Allison Shelley/The Verbatim Agency for =
American Education: Images of Teachers and Students in Action
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ikl Eur:dos Santos et al, Policy _
N. Am: Jhangianet al, As good or better Approaches to Open Education, 201F- Asia:Zagdragchaa& Trotter,
than commerci al textbooks: Students?o Culturadhistorical factors influencing

perceptions & outcomes from using OP&Nid EastBali & CainesA call for bromotin OER adoption i n Mo
digital & open print textbooks, 2018 ownershiio equity, & asgency & fapculty 9 education sector, 2017 (ed.

development via connected learning, 2018 Hodgkinsoilliamson &Arintg

S/SE AsiaMishra, Promoting Use and
C./S. Am:Toledo et al, Public expenditure in Contribution of Open Educational Resources, 2017

education in L. ArRec.go serve the Africa: Pete et al Differentiation in
purposes of the Paris OER Declaration, 2014 ccess to, & the Use & Sharing of  Oceania:Bossi& Stagg, The
OER among Students & Lecturers  potential role of Open Educational
at Kenyan Universities, 2017 Practice policy in transforming
Australian higher education, 2018

Multi-region/global: HodgkinsotWilliams &Arintg Adoption and Impact of OER in the Global South, 2017 |
Cronin & Maclaren, Conceptualising OEP: A review of theoretical and empirical literature in Open Educational Practices,



Teaching and learning

S
, A

>Z

Policy and practice

A Canmore rigorousesearch (controls, A What are thebroader A

larger samples) validate OER
impacts on learning outcomes?

A How does OER affetstaching
practicesand enable open

pedagogy (or not)? What constitutesA
open educational practices? How can
OER connect with digital pedagogy?

A How can OER support innovative
learning design founderserved
groups(e.g., indigenous, high
poverty, transgender) and link
diversity, equity, and inclusion with
deeper learning?

A

linked policiegshat

enable open educational
practices, in conjunction

with direct OER policies?

How do governments, = A
institutions, and programs
handleprocurement,
administrative, and
financingchallenges

when adopting OER?

What are adoption rates| A
for OER, and what is the
potential future reach?

TY
GAPS IN

-
X
—
n

Implementation

What have been the impacts past OER
projectg(e.qg., TESSA, The Virtual University
for Small States of the Commonwealth),
and have they been sustained? What are
the challenges? Do champions remain?

How can OER research supporéstand
learnapproach that builds on the best
current knowledge to develop new
approaches, test hypotheses on those
approaches, and improve based on
findings?

How can OER grapple witimplementation
challengedike student privacy and use of
technology? What doesudent |
engagementook like with OER? %



NEXT STEPS FOR THE FIELD

A Develop and pursue shared research
priorities,such as open pedagogy,
Innovation for underserved learners, and
student engagement

A Build on the research databalsg
adding pieces you believe are valuable
to highlight for the field

A Connect with researchers in adjacent
fields(e.g., MOOCs, digital learning) to
share methodologies and identify
potential data and research synergies

To view and contribute to the research database, visit:
https://docs.qooqIe.com/spreadsheets/d/lFDOb_W8szO124IGZCLYunsWBYq6ZgYEjprxBShWI/edit’?usp‘%arinn
[
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AThe OER World Map
IS sparse

A Early analysis suggests Hewlett is
the only consistent funder of field
development

A Funders may support OER through
funding for other priorities

A Recruiting regional funders may
encourage greater focus on
scaling usage
L—IE



